An Act

BILL NO. 362 By: Pugh and Jett of the Senate
and

Baker and Davis of the
House

An Act relating to the Reading Sufficiency Act;
creating the Statewide Literacy Revolving Fund;
specifying source of fund; providing for expenditures
subject to availability of certain funding; providing
purpose of fund; amending 70 0.S. 2021, Section 6-
200, which relates to development of residency
committees; updating statutory language; requiring
electronic submission of certain report; updating
statutory references; amending 70 0.S. 2021, Section
1210.508A, which relates to short title; renaming act
the Strong Readers Act; amending 70 0.S. 2021,
Section 1210.508B, which relates to legislative
intent; modifying intent; modifying purpose of act;
providing legislative intent to prohibit certain
model of teaching beginning in certain school year;
defining term; updating statutory language; amending
70 O0.S. 2021, Section 1210.508C, which relates to
reading assessments; requiring students in certain
grades to be screened for certain reading skills with
certain frequency; directing approval of certain
screening instrument to be done with certain
consultation; directing certain factors to be
considered in approving certain Screening instrument;
removing language regarding students in kindergarten
who are at risk for reading difficulties or are not
meeting grade-level targets; removing language
requiring provision of certain classroom assistants;
removing language requiring certain program of
reading instruction to include certain initiative;
requiring certain number of screening instruments to
be approved beginning in certain school year;
modifying criteria for screening instruments;
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providing exemptions from screening requirements to
certain students; requiring schools that grant
certain exemptions to provide certain ongoing
evidence; requiring, rather than allowing, program of
reading instruction to include certain provisions;
directing an individual reading intervention plan to
be provided within certain time period to certain
students; requiring the plan to include certain
provisions; requiring notification of a parent or
legal guardian within certain time period of
identification of certain deficiency; removing
requirement for development of new program of reading
instruction; providing certain exemption for certain
students who demonstrate proficiency in reading;
requiring continued monitoring of such student;
requiring intensive intervention services to be
provided to certain students beginning in certain
school year; removing language prohibiting automatic
promotion of certain students; removing language
regarding minimum criteria for grade-level
performance; removing language allowing probationary
promotion; removing language requiring retention of
certain third-grade students; requiring certain
report to be submitted electronically to additional
recipients; expanding contents of report; removing
language establishing good-cause exemptions for
promotion; removing language regarding exemptions to
retention; removing language requiring school
districts to conduct certain review of certain
program; removing language directing school districts
to establish a Reading Enhancement and Acceleration
Development (READ) Initiative; requiring certain
reports to be submitted electronically to additional
recipients; modifying contents of reports; amending
70 O0.S. 2021, Section 1210.508D, which relates to
Reading Sufficiency Act funding; updating statutory
language; directing funds allocated for professional
development to be used to provide certain training;
amending 70 O.S. 2021, Section 1210.508E, which
relates to summer academies; expanding grade levels
for which summer academies may be provided; modifying
reason for which a student may participate in an
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academy; removing requirement to retain certain
student for not completing certain academy; updating
statutory language; updating statutory references;
amending 70 O0.S. 2021, Section 1210.508F, which
relates to reading competencies for certain teachers;
directing the Commission for Educational Quality and
Accountability rather than the State Board of
Education to ensure certain teachers are provided
certain training in the science of reading; directing
the Commission to develop and administer certain
assessment to certain teacher candidates beginning on
certain date; requiring candidates for certain
teaching certificates to complete instruction in the
science of reading; amending Section 2, Chapter 288,
O0.S.L. 2023 (70 0.5. Supp. 2023, Section 1210.508H),
which relates to literacy instructional teams;
updating statutory language; updating statutory
references; requiring electronic submission of
certain report; amending 70 O0.S. 2021, Section
1210.520, which relates to dyslexia screening;
updating statutory language; updating statutory
references; providing for codification; providing an
effective date; and declaring an emergency.

SUBJECT: Strong Readers Act
BE IT ENACTED BY THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF OKLAHOMA:

SECTION 1. NEW LAW A new section of law to be codified
in the Oklahoma Statutes as Section 1210.508I of Title 70, unless
there is created a duplication in numbering, reads as follows:

A. There is hereby created in the State Treasury a revolving
fund for the Oklahoma State Regents for Higher Education to be
designated the “Statewide Literacy Revolving Fund”. The fund shall
be a continuing fund, not subject to fiscal year limitations, and
shall consist of all monies received by the State Regents from state
appropriations provided for the purpose of implementing the
provisions of subsection B of this section. All monies accruing to
the credit of the fund are hereby appropriated and may be budgeted
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and expended by the State Regents for the purpose provided for in
this subsection. Expenditures from the fund shall be made upon
warrants issued by the State Treasurer against claims filed as
prescribed by law with the Director of the Office of Management and
Enterprise Services for approval and payment.

B. Subject to the availability of funding, the Oklahoma State
Regents for Higher Education shall utilize the Statewide Literacy
Revolving Fund created in subsection A of this section to:

1. Implement training in the science of reading in teacher
preparation programs accredited by the Commission for Educational
Quality and Accountability. For the purposes of this section,
training in the science of reading includes providing explicit and
systematic instruction in phonological awareness, decoding, fluency,
vocabulary, and comprehension and implementing reading strategies
that research has shown to be successful in improving reading among
students with reading difficulties. Beginning with students
entering a teacher preparation program accredited by the Commission
for Educational Quality and Accountability in the 2025-2026 academic
year, completion of training required by this paragraph shall lead
to a micro-credential in the science of reading which shall be
reflected on teaching certificates awarded to such individuals; and

2. Support teacher preparation programs accredited by the
Commission for Educational Quality and Accountability in developing
and implementing a micro-credential in the science of reading for
certified teachers employed by school districts and charter schools
in this state. A micro-credential awarded pursuant to this
paragraph shall be reflected on a teacher’s certificate to teach.

SECTION 2. AMENDATORY 70 0.S. 2021, Section 6-200, is
amended to read as follows:

Section 6-200. A. Subject to the availability of funds, the
State Board of Education shall have authority to develop and
administer training for residency committees and training for
professional development through professional development
institutes. Included in the professional development imstitutes
institute training shall be technology training. PRrefessienalt
developmernt—institutes “Professional development institutes” shall

be defined as continuing education experiences which consist of a
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minimum of thirty (30) clock hours. The institutes shall be
competency-based, emphasize effective learning practices, require
collaboration among participants, and require each participant to
prepare a work product which can be utilized in the classroom by the
participant. Any state professional development institutes
administered by the Board shall be chosen through a competitive bid
process and, if funds are available, subject to peer review. The
Board, prior to offering any professional development institute,
shall promulgate rules related to administering state professional
development institutes.

B. The State Board of Education shall develop, offer, and
administer professional development institutes to train elementary
school teachers in reading education and, if funds are available,
which may include but not be limited to grant, foundation, or other
funds, to train middle school teachers in reading education. Funds
appropriated for this purpose shall be used for the cost of
developing, administering, and contracting for the professional
development institutes. When possible, certified reading
specialists shall be included as consultants. All costs of the
institutes shall be included in the contract price, and no tuition
or registration fee shall be collected from teachers attending the
institutes. The institutes shall be offered by or through the
Commission for Educational Quality and Accountability. Working in
conjunction with the State Department of Education, the Commission
shall develop a state plan for administration of such institutes and
shall report electronically on or before November 1 of each year to
the Governor and the Legislature on the format of and participation
in the institutes. The State Department of Education shall
cooperate with and provide any information requested, including data
available through the state student record system, to the State
Board of Education as is necessary to carry out the provisions of
this section.

C. Subject to the availability of funds, the State Board of
FEducation shall:

1. Contract for an independent evaluation of the reading
professional development institutes. The evaluation shall determine
adherence to program requirements as provided in this section and
the program’s effectiveness in increasing teacher knowledge and
student achievement; and
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2. Provide continued support of the reading professional
development institutes through ongoing teacher development at
individual school sites. Funds may be used for the cost of mentor
training, payment for substitute teachers, on-site facilitation, and
any other costs necessary to ensure improved reading by students.

D. 1. For the purpose of implementing comprehensive reading
reform and systemic change, the State Board of Education shall award
one-year grants renewable for up to two (2) additional years to
public schools that serve students in kindergarten through third
grade. The grants wid+ shall provide for:

a. a five-day initial professional development institute
in elementary school reading for teachers of
kindergarten through third grade, instructional
leaders, and principals,

b. a three-day follow-up professional development
institute in elementary school reading for teachers of
kindergarten through third grade and instructional
leaders, and

C. continued support through ongoing teacher development
at school sites, including four (4) days of
professional development for principals and literacy
resource specialistsy and six (6) days of on-site
visits by a program consultant.

2. In order to qualify for a grant pursuant to this subsection,
the following requirements shall be met:

a. at least eighty percent (80%) of the teachers of
kindergarten through third grade at the school shall
have demonstrated support for the training program
provided pursuant to this subsection,

b. the principal shall ensure that all members of the
leadership team and all teachers of kindergarten
through third grade will participate in all phases of
the training program,
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c. the school district shall ensure that any new teacher
of kindergarten through third grade or principal at
the school will participate in all phases of the
training program, and

d. the school district shall employ a literacy resource
specialist for at least two (2) years after completion
of the training provided in this subsection. One or
more districts may share a literacy resource
specialist upon approval of the Board.

3. Any school which has been determined by the State Board of
Education to be a school in need of improvement shall be given
priority for receipt of a grant. Grants to local school districts
may be awarded based on the amount of funds allocated to the State
Board of Education for the purposes of this section. Funds may be
used for payment for substitute teachers, program consultants, on-
site facilitation, and literacy resource specialists.

4. For program evaluation purposes, each school awarded a grant
pursuant to this subsection shall provide to the Commission for
Educational Quality and Accountability student-level data and
results of the reading assessments administered pursuant to the
Oklahoma School Testing Program Act for the year prior to the grant
award, for each year a grant is received by the school, and for
three (3) years after completion of the program. If funds are not
sufficient to award grants to all eligible applicants, schools may
be placed on a waiting list for priority consideration for the
following year’s round of grant awards which shall be superior to
the priority given to schools as provided in paragraph 3 of this
subsection, if the school provides student data for the current year
to the Board as provided in this paragraph.

5. The professional development institutes in elementary
reading provided pursuant to this section shall incorporate the

requirements of the ReadingSuffieieney Strong Readers Act.

E. As additional funds become available for such purpose, the
Board shall develop and offer professional development institutes
in:
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1. Mathematics for teachers in grades kindergarten through
nine;

2. The use of technology in the classroom;

3. Training of residency committee members in teacher
mentoring; and

4. Hands-on inquiry-based science for elementary teachers.

SECTION 3. AMENDATORY 70 O0.S. 2021, Section 1210.508A,
is amended to read as follows:

Section 1210.508A. Sections 1210.508A through 1230-568%K
1210.508H of this title shall be known and may be cited as the

2Readdng—SuffieteneyAet” “Strong Readers Act”.

SECTION 4. AMENDATORY 70 O0.S5. 2021, Section 1210.508B,
is amended to read as follows:

Section 1210.508B. A. The Legislature finds that it is
essential for children in the public schools to read early and well
in elementary school. The Legislature further finds that clear and
visible goals, assessments to determine the reading level at each
elementary school, ammuat use of a scientifically based and
researched methodology in reading instruction in addition to regular
and periodic measurements of elementary school reading improvement,
and accountability in each level of the educational system will
result in a significant increase in the number of children reading
at or above grade level.

B. The purpose of the ReadingSuffieteney—-Aet Strong Readers

Act is to ensure that eaeh—eh&%d—a%%a&ﬁs—%he—ﬂeeessafy—fead&ﬁq

threughout—schootl—and tife progression from one grade to another is

determined, in part, upon proficiency in reading, that school
district board of education policies facilitate reading instruction
and intervention services to address student reading needs, and that
each student and his or her parent or legal guardian be informed of
that student’s reading progress.
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C. ©Each public school district in this state shall ensure that
all students receive a well-rounded education that is focused on
building deep foundations in reading, writing, and mathematics. The
State Board of Education shall encourage school districts to
integrate the teaching of the other curricular areas in the subject
matter standards adopted by the Board with the instruction of
reading, writing, and mathematics. All teachers of reading in the
public schools in this state in kindergarten through third grade
shall incorporate into instruction the five elements of reading
instruction which are pheremie phonological awareness, phonies
decoding, ¥eading fluency, vocabulary, and comprehension.

D. It is the intent of the Legislature that beginning with the
2025-2026 school year, school districts and charter schools in this
state shall be prohibited from using the three-cueing system model
of teaching students to read. For the purposes of this section, the
“three-cueing system” means any model of teaching students to read
based on meaning, structure, syntax, and visual cues, which may also
be known as meaning, structure, and visual (MSV), balanced literacy,
or whole language.

SECTION 5. AMENDATORY 70 0.S. 2021, Section 1210.508C,
is amended to read as follows:

Section 1210.508C. A. J1—Faeh To identify students who have a
reading deficiency including identifying students with
characteristics of dyslexia, each student enrolled in kindergarten
and first, second, and third grade in a public school in this state
shall be screened at the beginning, middle, and end of each school
year for reading skills including, but not limited to, pheremie

phonological awareness, tetter reeegnitien decoding, fluency,
vocabulary, and eral—longuage—skilds—asidentifiedin—the-—subject
matter——standards—adopted by —theState Beoard of kducation

comprehension. A screening instrument approved by the State Board
of Education, in consultation with the Commission for Educational
Quality and Accountability and the Secretary of Education, shall be
utilized for the purposes of this section. In determining which
screening instrument to approve, the State Board of Education, the
Commission for Educational Quality and Accountability, and the
Secretary of Education shall take into consideration at a minimum
the following factors:
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.  shall : ded- , ¥ .
measured—to—determine readihgSuceess—

B—Fhe Beginning in the 2025-2026 school year, the State Board
of Education shall approve no fewer than three (3) screening
instruments for use at the beginning, middle, and end of the school
yeary for monitoring of progress+ and for measurement of reading

skills at—the—endeofthe sehool—year as required in subseections
subsection A amd—B of this sectioni—providedr—at—teast—one—of—the.

The screening instruments shall meet the following criteria:

1. Assess for phememie phonological awareness, phonies
decoding, xeading fluency, vocabulary, and comprehension;

2. Document the wvalidity and reliability of each assessment;

3. Can be used for identifying students who are at risk for
reading deficiency and progress monitoring throughout the school
year;

4. Can be used to assess students with disabilities and English
language learners; and

5. Accompanied by a data management system that provides
profiles fe¥ of students, class, grade level, and school building.
The profiles shall identify each student’s instructional point of
need and reading achievement level. The State Board shall also
determine other comparable reading assessments for diagnostic
purposes to be used for students at risk of reading failure. %he

E—~ C. 1. Exemptions to the screening requirements of this

section may be provided to students who have documented evidence
that they meet at least one of the following criteria as related to
the provision of classroom instruction:

a. the student participates in the Oklahoma Alternate
Assessment Program (OAAP) and is taught using
alternate methods,
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the student’s primary expressive or receptive
communication is sign language,

Cc. the student’s primary form of written or read text is
Braille, or
d. the student’s primary expressive or receptive language

is not English, the student is identified as an
English learner using a state-approved identification
assessment, and the student has had less than one (1)
school year of instruction in an English-learner
program.

2. A public school that grants an exemption pursuant to
paragraph 1 of this subsection shall provide ongoing evidence of
student progression toward English language acquisition with the
same frequency as administration of screening assessments. Evidence
may include, but not be limited to, student progression toward OAAP
reading essential elements, proficiency in sign language and reading
comprehension, and proficiency in Braille and reading comprehension.

D. 1. Students who are administered a screening instrument
pursuant to subsection A of this section and are found not to be
meeting grade-level targets shall be provided a program of reading
instruction designed to enable students to acquire the appropriate
grade-level reading skills. The program of reading instruction
reguired—insubseetions—AandBofthis seetion shall be based on
scientific reading research and align with the subject matter
standards adopted by the State Board of Education and—shall—inetude

provisions—eof—+the READ Initiative adoptedby—the——scheeldistrict—as
provided—for—insubsection P of this seetion. A program of reading

instruction may—ipetude—but—is—met—timited—+e shall include:

a. sufficient additional in-school instructional time for
the acquisition of phemremie phonological awareness,

phentes decoding, ¥eading fluency, vocabulary, and
comprehension,

b. if necessary and if funding is available, tutorial
instruction after regular school hours, on Saturdays,
and during summer; however, such instruction may not
be counted toward the one-hundred-eighty-day or one-
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thousand-eighty~-hour school year required in Section
1-109 of this title, amd

c. assessments identified for diagnostic purposes and
periodic monitoring to measure the acquisition of
reading skills including, but not limited to, pheremie
phonological awareness, phonries decoding, xeading
fluency, vocabulary, and comprehension, as identified
in the student’s program of reading instruction,

d. high-quality instructional materials grounded in
scientifically based reading research, and
e. a means of providing every family of a student in

prekindergarten, kindergarten, and first, second, and
third grade access to free online evidence-based
literacy instruction resources to support the
student’s literacy development at home.

2. A student enrolled in kindergarten or first ex, second,

grades or third grade who hasbeenrassessed as provided—Ffor—in

OB o - - W e m I =
- - - Saw.

targets—in—readingy exhibits a deficiency in reading at any time
based on the screening instrument administered pursuant to
subsection A of this section shall be—entitled—to—suppltementalt

. . 3 . 1 . y Thbe | .
: . L ] 1 e . : ]

grade—teveltargets—in reading receive an individual reading
intervention plan no later than thirty (30) days after the

identification of the deficiency in reading. The reading
intervention plan shall be provided in addition to core reading
instruction that is provided to all students. The reading
intervention plan shall:

a. describe the research-based reading intervention
services the student will receive to remedy the
deficiency in reading,

|

provide explicit and systematic instruction in
phonological awareness, decoding, fluency, vocabulary,
and comprehension, as applicable,
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C. monitor the reading progress of each student’s reading
skills throughout the school year and adjust
instruction according to the student’s needs, and

d. continue until the student is determined to be meeting

grade-level targets in reading based on screening
instruments administered pursuant to subsection A of
this section or assessments identified for diagnostic
purposes and periodic monitoring pursuant to
subparagraph c¢ of paragraph 1 of this subsection.

3. The pregxram—of reading instruwetion intervention plan for
each student identified with a deficiency in reading shall be
developed by a Student Reading Proficiency Team and shall include
supplemental instructional services and supports. Each team shall
be composed of:

a. the parent or legal guardian of the student,

b. the teacher assigned to the student who had
responsibility for reading instruction in that
academic year,

C. a teacher who is responsible for reading instruction
and is assigned to teach in the next grade level of
the student, and

d. a certified reading specialist, if one is available.

4. A school district shall notify the parent or legal guardian
of any student in kindergarten or first, second, or third grade who
exhibits a deficiency in reading at any time based on the screening
instrument administered pursuant to subsection A of this section.
The notification shall occur no later than thirty (30) days after
the identification of the deficiency in reading.

6+~ E. 1. Every school district shall adopty and implement a
district fead&ﬁg—saééie&eﬁey strong readers plan which has had input
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from school administrators, teachers, and parents and legal
guardians and if possible a reading specialist, and which shall be
submitted electronically to and approved by the State Board of
Education. The plan shall be updated annually. School districts
shall not be required to electronically submit the annual updates to
the Board if the last plan submitted to the Board was approved and
expenditures for the program include only expenses relating to
individual and small group tutoring, purchase of and training in the
use of screening and assessment measures, summer school programs,
and Saturday school programs. If any expenditure for the program is
deleted or changed or any other type of expenditure for the program
is implemented, the school district shall be required to submit the
latest annual update to the Board for approval. The district
readdng—suffieieney strong readers plan shall include a plan for
each site which includes an analysis of the data provided by the
Oklahoma School Testing Program and other reading assessments
utilized as required in this section, and which outlines how each
school site will comply with the provisions of the Reading

Suffieieney Strong Readers Act.

2. The State Board of Education shall adopt rules for the
implementation and evaluation of the provisions of the Reading
Suffieieney Strong Readers Act. The evaluation shall include, but

not be limited to, an analysis of the data required in subsection &
L of this section.

I- F. 1. Any first-grade, second-grade, or third-grade student
who demonstrates end—ef—year proficiency in reading at—the—third-
grade—3ewvet through a grade-level appropriate screening instrument

whichmeets—the seguisitionof reading skills——eriteria approved
pursuant to subsection B of this section shall not be—subjeect—+eo

retention pursuant—to—thisseetien require a program of reading
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instruction or an individual reading intervention plan. After a
student has demonstrated proficiency through a screening instrument,
the district shall provide notification to the parent or legal
guardian of the student that #hey—hawve he or she has satisfied the

requirements of the ReadingSufficieneyRAet—andwill -not—besubjeet
fo—retentionpursuvant—to—this seetion Strong Readers Act. The

district shall continue to monitor the student in the next
successive grade level to ensure he or she maintains proficiency.

2. £ Beginning with the 2025-2026 school year, if a third-
grade student is identified at any point of the academic year as
having a significant reading deficiency, which shall be defined as
not meeting grade-level targets on a screening instrument whieh

meets—the aecqguisition of reading—skills—eriteria administered

pursuant to subsection B A of this section, the district shall

of+the deficieney pursuant—+teosubsectionJ—of +this—seetion provide

the student with intensive intervention services for the appropriate
amount of the instructional day consistent with the individual
reading intervention plan developed pursuant to paragraph 2 of
subsection D of this section and as determined by the Student
Reading Proficiency Team. Intensive intervention services shall
continue until the student demonstrates proficiency at his or her
grade level based on a screening instrument administered pursuant to
subsection A of this section.
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+ G. Each school district shall annually report in an

electronic format to the State Department of Education, the Office
of Educational Quality and Accountability, and the Secretary of
Education the number of students premetedteothe fourthgrade

subseetion in kindergarten through third grade per grade level who
exhibit grade-level reading proficiency, the number of students per
grade level who received intensive intervention services pursuant to
paragraph 2 of subsection F of this section, the number of students
per grade level who attended a summer academy as provided for in
Section 1210.508E of this title, the number of students per grade
level who exhibited improved reading proficiency after completion of
intensive intervention services, and the number of students per
grade level who are still in need of intensive intervention
services. The State Department of Education shall publicly report
the aggregate and district-specific aumber—eof—students—promoted
numbers submitted pursuant to this subsection on #heir its website
and shall provide electronic copies of the report to the Governor,
Secretary of Education, President Pro Tempore of the Senate, Speaker
of the House of Representatives, and to the respective chairs of the
committees with responsibility for common education policy in each
legislative chamber.

J= H. The parent of any student who is found to have a reading
deficiency and is not meeting grade-level reading targets and has
been provided a program of reading instruction as provided for in
paragraph 1 of subsection B D of this section shall be notified in
writing of the following:
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1. That the student has been identified as having a substantial
deficiency in reading;

2. A description of the current services that are provided to

the student pursuant to a—eceonrjeint measurement—model—such—that—o
reader—anda—textare—ploced—on—the same—seate subsection D of this

section;

3. A description of the proposed supptemental—instructional

intensive intervention services and supports that will be provided
to the student that are designed to remediate the identified area of
reading deficiency as provided for in paragraph 2 of subsection F of
this section;

intensive intervention services;

5. Strategies for parents to use in helping their child succeed
in reading proficiency; and

6. The grade-level performance scores of the student+

¥+~ I. No student may be assigned to a grade level based solely
on age or other factors that constitute social promotion.
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&+ J. 1. Each school district board of education shall
annually publish on the school websites and report ia—writing
electronically to the State Beard Department of Education, the

Office of Educational Quality and Accountability, and the Secretary
of Education by September 1 of each years the following information
on the prior school year:

a. the preovisions—efthis section—relatingto—public
sehool—student progressien—and—the policies and
procedures ef adopted by the school district esn

studenpt—retention—andpremetieon board of education to

implement the provisions of this section. The
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S.

B. NO.

information submitted shall include expenditures
related to implementing the provisions of this
section, the number of staff implementing the
provisions of this section, and average daily
classroom time devoted to implementing the provisions
of this section,

by grade, the number and percentage of all students in
erodo_the ] id ] c . .
bliched} ] . C e Ed . T Ouali
: Ny ] ¥ . -

g e | . .
121050638 +tte kindergarten through third
grade who did not meet grade-level targets based on a
screening instrument administered pursuant to

subsection A of this section,

Hh
qt

3
qt

| O
T =4

by grade, the number and percentage of all students

retained—in—grades—three—threugh—+tern in kindergarten
through third grade who have been enrolled in the

district for fewer than two (2) years,

" . ] 1 ] 1 .
students—who—were—promoted forgood—ecause;—by—ecach
eategory—of—good—ecause—as—specifiecd—above;——and by
grade, the number and percentage of students in
kindergarten through third grade who demonstrated
grade-level proficiency based on a screening
instrument administered pursuant to subsection A of
this section, and

Y fe:*5ie“s Fo—tne gsﬁisies ot Ehz sshsf} Festeset

by grade, the number and percentage of students in
kindergarten through third grade who are on an
individualized education program (IEP) in accordance
with the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act
(IDEA) and who demonstrated grade-level proficiency
based on a screening instrument administered pursuant
to subsection A of this section or an alternative
assessment prescribed by the student’s IEP.

362 Page 26



2. The State Department of Education shall establish a uniform
format for school districts to report the information required in
this subsection. The format shall be developed with input from
school districts and shall be provided not later than ninety (90)
days prior to the annual due date. The Department shall annually
compile the information required, along with state-level summary
information, and electronically report the information to the
public, the Governor, the Secretary of Education, the President Pro
Tempore of the Senate, and the Speaker of the House of
Representatives.

R+~ K. The State Department of Education shall provide technical
assistance as needed to aid school districts in administering the

provisten provisions of the Readimg—sSuffieieney Strong Readers Act.

S~ L. On or before January 31 of each year, the State
Department of Education shall isswe electronically submit to the
Governor, the President Pro Tempore of the Senate, the Speaker of
the House of Representatives, and members of the Senate—andHeuseof
Representatives Education Committees committees with responsibility
over common education in both houses of the Legislature a Reading
Suffieieney Strong Readers Report which shall include, but is not
limited to, trend data detailing three (3) years of data,
disaggregated by student subgroups to include economically
disadvantaged, major racial or ethnic groups, students with
disabilities, and English language learners, as appropriate for the
following:

1. The statewide aggregate number and percentage of students in
kindergarten through third grade determined to be at risk for
reading difficulties compared to the total number of students
enrolled in each grade;

2. The statewide aggregate number and percentage of students in
kindergarten who continue to be at risk for reading difficulties as

determined by the year-end measurement—of—Freadingprogress

administration of the screening instrument required subsection A of
this section;

3. The statewide aggregate number and percentage of students in
kindergarten through third grade who have successfully completed
their program of reading instruction and are reading on grade level
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as determined by the results of screening instruments appreved
reading—assessments administered pursuant to subsection A of this

section;

4. The statewide aggregate and district-specific number and

percentage of students that meet or do not meet the—performanece

grade-level targets for reading based on screening instruments
administered pursuant to subsection A of this section;

J— The amount of funds fer—reading remediatien received by each

district for implementation of the Strong Readers Act;

8+ 6. An evaluation and narrative interpretation of the report

data angiyzing the impact of the Reading Suffieiemney Strong Readers
Act on students’ ability to read at grade level;

89+ 7. The type of reading instruction practices and methods
currently being used by school districts in the state;

16+ 8. Socioeconomic information, access to reading resources
outside of school, and screening for and identification of learning
disabilities for students not reading at the appropriate grade level
by—third-—grade in kindergarten and first through third grade;
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H—TFhe 9. By grade level, the types of intensive remediatien
intervention efforts being conducted by school districts te—ddentify
best—practiees for students £hat who are not on an IEP and who are
not reading at the appropriate grade level and—are—not—retained
wader—theprovisiens—ef +this seetiorn and for students who are on an

IEP and who are not reading at the appropriate grade level; and

32+ 10. Any recommendations for improvements or amendments to

the Reading—Suffieieney Strong Readers Act.

The State Department of Education may contract with an
independent entity for the reporting and analysis requirements of
this subsection.

¥ M. Copies of the results of the assessmemnts screening
instruments administered pursuant to subsection A of this section
shall be made a part of the permanent record of each student.

SECTION 6. AMENDATORY 70 0.S8. 2021, Section 1210.508D,
is amended to read as follows:

Section 1210.508D. A. Contingent on the provision of
appropriated funds designated for the Readirng—Suffieieney Strong
Readers Act, school districts may be allocated monies for each
enrolled kindergarten student or first-, second-, and third-grade

student of the current school year—ineludinganystudent—whe—has

£his—+itter who is found to be in need of remediation or intensive
intervention services in reading. The allocation shall be
distributed to each school district upon approval of the reading
suffieieney strong readers plan for the school district by the State
Bepartment Board of Education and the submittal of a child-count
report to the State Department of Education that details the number
of students identified as needing remediation or intensive
intervention services in reading. To determine a per-student
allocation amount, the total amount of funds available for
allocation each year shall be divided by the total number of
students in the state identified as in need of remediation or
intensive intervention services in reading as provided for in
Section 1210.508C of this title. Each school district shall be
allocated an amount equal to the per-student allocation amount
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multiplied by the number of identified students enrolled in the
school district.

B. Beginning with the 2022-2023 school year, districts
receiving more than Two Thousand Five Hundred Dollars ($2,500.00)
pursuant to subsection A of this section shall spend no less than
ten percent (10%) to provide professional development for teachers
teaching prekindergarten through grade five. The professional
development shall include training in the science of reading
including how students learn to read; training in providing explicit
and systematic instruction in phonological awareness, decoding,
fluency, vocabulary, and comprehension; implementing reading
strategies that research has shown to be successful in improving
reading among students with reading difficulties; as—well—as and
instructional materials required for implementation.

C. By June 30, 2022, the Department shall approve and publish a
list of professional development programs that are evidence-based
and directly address the cognitive science of how students learn to
read for which districts are permitted to use the funds received
under this section.

D. If a teacher attends and completes a professional
development institute in elementary reading approved by the &kdahema
Commission—forFeacherPreparatien Commission for Educational
Quality and Accountability during the summer or when school is not
in session, the teacher may receive a stipend equal to the amount of
the cost for a substitute teacher, based on the amount of funds
allocated.

SECTION 7. AMENDATORY 70 O0.S5. 2021, Section 1210.508E,
is amended to read as follows:

Section 1210.508E. A. 1If a teacher determines that a hird-
grade student in kindergarten or first through third grade is not
reading at grade level by the end of the second quarter cf the
school year, the parent or legal guardian of the student shall be
notified of:

1. The reading level of the student:
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2. The program of reading instruction for the student as
required pursuant to the Reading-Suffieieney Strong Readers Act; and

3. The potential need for the student to participate in a
summer academy or other program designed to assist the student in
attaining grade-level reading skills.

B. A teacher who determines a third-grade student in
kindergarten or first through third grade is wRrable—to—meet

eempe%eﬂefes—feq&%fed not meetlng grade level targets for reading

after consultatlon with the parent or legal guardian of the student,

recommend that the premetien—eof the student fe—+the—fourth grade3s
eeﬂ%&ﬁgeﬁ%—ape&—the—part&e&pa%&eﬁ part1c1pate in and sgeecessEul

C. Summer academy programs shall be designed to ensure that
participating students successfully complete £he grade-level

competencies neeessary in reading ferpromotion—to—fourth grade—and

to enhance next-grade readiness. A summer academy reading program
shall be a program that incorporates the content of a scientifically
research-based professional development program administered by the
Sletahoma—Ccommission—forTeacher Preparation Commission for
Educational Quality and Accountability or a scientifically research-
based reading program administered by the State Board of Education
and is taught by teachers who have successfully completed
professional development in the reading program or who are certified
as reading specialists.

D. School districts may approve an option for students who are
unable to attend a summer academy. The optional program may
include, but is not limited to, an approved private provider of
instruction, approved computer- or Internet-based instruction, or an
approved program of reading instruction monitored by the parent or
legal guardian. School districts shall not be required to pay for
the optional program+ but shall clearly communicate to the parent or
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legal guardian the expectations of the program and any costs that
may be involved.

E. Subject to the availability of funds, beginning one (1) year
after implementation of this section, the requirements of subsection
B of this section may be expanded to apply to feuwrth—-grade—student

premetion—te—Ffifth students in fourth grade. Each year thereafter,
the requirements may be expanded by one grade level until the

requirements apply to third-grade students through eighth-grade
students. Summer academy programs shall be designed for each grade
level. Nothing in this section shall prevent the State Board of
Education or a school district board of education from utilizing
private, local, or federal funds to implement this section.

F. The State Board of Education shall adopt rules to implement
the provisions of this section which shall include requirements for
instructional time for summer seheet academy programs, teacher
qualifications, and evaluation of student achievement as a result of
summer academy programs or other optional programs.

SECTION 8. AMENDATORY 70 0.S. 2021, Section 1210.508F,
is amended to read as follows:

Section 1210.508F. A. The StateBeoardefEKdueation Commission
for Educational Quality and Accountability shall ensure that the
reading competencies for elementary teachers are included in the
competencies for special education teachers.

B. The State Beoardeof kduecatienand—+the Commission for
Educational Quality and Accountability in collaboration with the
Oklahoma State Regents for Higher Education shall ensure that all
teachers of early childhood education, elementary education, and
special education are provided quality training in intervention,
instruction, and remediation strategies in—erder—to—meet—thenee

to—be—-atrisk of readingdiffieultties in the science of reading to
provide explicit and systematic instruction in phonolocgical
awareness, decoding, fluency, vocabulary, and comprehension and
implement reading strategies that research has shown to be
successful in improving reading among students with reading
difficulties. 1In addition, quality education for prospective
teachers shall be provided in research-based instructional
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strategies for instruction, assessment, and intervention for
literacy development for all students+ including advanced readers,
typically developing readers, and struggling readers who are coping
with a range of challenges+ including, but not limited to, English
learners and learners with handicapping conditions and learning
disabilities Hreluding—dystesxia), including dyslexia. Quality
training shall include guidance from professional resources such as
the Report of the National Reading Panel, Response to Intervention
guidelines, and professional organizations such as the Council for
Exceptional Children, International Dyslexia Association,
International Literacy Association, National Council of Teachers of
English, and National Association for the Education of Young
Children.

C. All institutions within The Oklahoma State System of Higher
Education that offer elementary, early childhood education, or
special education programs approved by the Commission for
Educational Quality and Accountability shall incorporate into those
programs the requirement that teacher candidates study the five
elements of reading instruction which are phememie phonological
awareness, phonies decoding, xeading fluency, vocabulary, and
comprehension. Teacher candidates shall study strategies including,
but not limited to, instruction that is explicitly taught,
sequenced, multimodal (reading, writing, speaking, listening, hands-
on, etc.), multidisciplinary, and reflective to adapt for individual
learners.

D. Effective July 1, 26836 2025, teacher candidates enrolled in
an institution within The Oklahoma State System of Higher Education
in a special education, early childhood education, or elementary
education program approved by the Commission for Educational Quality
and Accountability shall pass, prior to graduation, a comprehensive
assessment to measure their teaching skills in the area of reading
instruction. The assessment shall be developed and administered by
the institutions—that—offer speciat education programs—thatJtead—to
eertificatieon Commission for Educational Quality and Accountability.
The assessment shall measure the knowledge and understanding of the
teacher candidate in the teaching of the five elements of reading
instruction which are pheremie phonological awareness, phonies
decoding, ¥eading fluency, vocabulary, and comprehension. The
results of the assessment shall be reperted annuvallyby—the
. . . ] ; . . Ed . 1 Ouals :
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ity —as—a—part—ef—the included in the Commission’s
required annual report for #he each institution. The Commission
shall include the data in the annual report to the Skiahema
Legislature as required pursuant to Section 6-186 of this title. It
is the intent of the Legislature to ensure that teachers graduating
from institutions within The Oklahoma State System of Higher
Education have the knowledge and skills to effectively teach reading
to all children.

E. Candidates applying for an alternative placement teaching
certificate or an emergency teaching certificate in elementary
education shall complete instruction in the science of reading as
determined by the Commission for Educational Quality and
Accountability and the State Board of Education.

SECTION 9. AMENDATORY Section 2, Chapter 288, 0O.S.L.
2023 (70 0.S. Supp. 2023, Section 1210.508H), is amended to read as
follows:

Section 1210.508H. A. Beginning with the 2023-2024 school
year, the State Department of Education shall establish a three-year
pilot program to employ a literacy instructional team to support
school districts in implementation of the requirements of Section
1210.508C of Title-Fo—of the oklahema—Statutes this title. The
Department shall provide technical assistance for literacy
instruction, dyslexia, and related disorders, and serve as a primary
source of information and support for schools in addressing the
needs of students struggling with literacy, dyslexia, and related
disorders.

B. The Department shall employ a literacy instructional team
with team members who are placed regionally across the state. The
literacy instructional teams shall assist general education and
special education teachers in recognizing educational needs to
improve literacy outcomes for all students including those with
dyslexia or identified with the risk characteristics associated with
dyslexia. The role of the literacy instructional team shall also
include increasing professional awareness and instructional
competencies to meet the educational needs of all students including
those with dyslexia or identified with risk characteristics
associated with dyslexia. The Department shall prioritize supports
and interventions including enrollment in reading trainings and
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professional development for schools which have the highest
percentage of students who do not demonstrate sufficient reading
skills as established by the State Board of Education.

C. Literacy instructional team members employed by the
Department shall have training in:

1. The science of how students learn to read including
phonological awareness, phonics, fluency, vocabulary, comprehension,
writing, and language;

2. Foundation of multisensory, explicit, systematic, and
structured reading instruction;

3. Identification of and the appropriate interventions,
accommodations, and teaching techniques for struggling students;

4. The requirements of the ReadingSuffieieney Strong Readers
Act;

5. Special education laws and procedures; and

6. Appropriate interventions, accommodations, and assistive
technology supports for students with dyslexia or a related
disorder.

D. The literacy instructional team members employed by the
Department shall report to the Program Director ef—Reading
Suffieieney for Literacy at the Department and have:

1. A minimum of five regional literacy leads, at least one who
shall be designated by the Department as a dyslexia specialist to
provide school districts with support and resources that are
necessary to assist students with dyslexia. The Department shall
give preference to educators applying for regional literacy lead
who:

a. have an endorsement or certification as a certified

structured literacy dyslexia specialist or certified
academic language therapist,
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b. are knowledgeable of multitiered systems of support,
and

c. have been trained in the identification of and
intervention for dyslexia and related disorders
including best practice interventions and treatment
models for dyslexia; and

2. A minimum of ten literacy specialists. The Department shall
give preference to educators applying for literacy specialist who:

a. have training in the science of reading,

b. are knowledgeable of multitiered systems of support,
and

c. have been trained in the identification of and

intervention for dyslexia and related disorders
including best practice interventions and treatment
models for dyslexia.

E. The State Department of Education shall electronically
submit a report to the Governor, the President Pro Tempore of the
Senate, and the Speaker of the House of Representatives by December
31, 2026, that includes an evaluation of the pilot program by school
districts, data on whether the program had an impact on increasing
the number of students who demonstrate proficiency in reading, and

recommendations for changes to the ReadirngSuffieieney Strong
Readers Act.

SECTION 10. AMENDATORY 70 0.8. 2021, Section 1210.520,
is amended to read as follows:

Section 1210.520. A. Beginning with the 2022-2023 school year
and for each school year thereafter, any student enrolled in
kindergarten, first, second, or third grade in a public school in
this state who is assessed through the Reading—Suffieieney Strong
Readers Act pursuant to Section 1210.508C of Fitdte—Fb—of—the
Oklaheoma—Statutes this title and who is not meeting grade-level
targets in reading after the beginning-of-the-year assessment shall
be screened for dyslexia. Screening also may be requested for a
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student by his or her parent or legal guardian, teacher, counselor,
speech-language pathologist, or school psychologist.

B. No later than July 1, 2021, the State Board of Education
shall develop policies for dyslexia screening required under this
subsection and shall include, but not be limited to:

1. The definition and characteristics of dyslexia and related
language disorders;

2. The process for referring students in kindergarten and
grades one through three for screening;

3. A process for providing notification to parents or legal
guardians of the use of a qualified dyslexia-screening tool and
notification of the results of the screening;

4. A process for providing the parents or legal guardians of
students screened for dyslexia with information and resource
material regarding dyslexia;

5. A process for monitoring the student’s progress after the
positive identification of characteristics of dyslexias or other
disorders; and

6. Requirements and qualifications for screeners that
demonstrate an understanding of and training to administer the
screening instrument.

C. The Board shall adopt a list of approved qualified dyslexia
screening tools that address the following components, as
developmentally appropriate:

1. Phonological awareness;
2. Advanced phonemic awareness;
3. Sound symbol recognition;

4. Alphabet knowledge;

5. Decoding skills;
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6. Encoding skills;
7. Rapid naming; and
8. Developmental language.

D. Screening shall be conducted in accordance with the policies
developed by the State Board of Education pursuant to subsection B
of this section and the Oklahoma Dyslexia Handbook# including
policies and information developed relating to universal screening
of kindergarten students for characteristics of dyslexia.

E. Beginning June 30, 2023, and for each year thereafter,
school districts shall provide the following data to the State
Department of Education:

1. The number of students by grade level in kindergarten
through grade three who were screened for dyslexia in a school year;

2. The number of students by grade level in kindergarten
through grade three who were newly identified as having
characteristics of dyslexia in a school year;

3. The process or tools used to evaluate student progress;

4. The number of trained school system personnel or licensed
professionals used to administer the qualified dyslexia screening
tool;

5. The number of students in kindergarten through grade three
who were participating in interventions within the school setting
and the number of students participating in interventions outside
the school setting; and

6. The programs used by districts for intervention within the
school setting.

F. By December 31, 2023, and for each year thereafter, the
State Department of Education shall provide a report electronically
containing all of the information provided in subsection E of this
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section to the Governor and Legislature and make the report
available on the Department’s website.

G. As funds are available, beginning with the 2021-2022 school
year, the Department shall provide training on the best practices
for screening for dyslexia.

H. The State Board of Education may promulgate rules necessary
to implement the provisions of this section.

SECTION 11. This act shall become effective July 1, 2024.
SECTION 12. It being immediately necessary for the preservation
of the public peace, health, or safety, an emergency is hereby

declared to exist, by reason whereof this act shall take effect and
be in full force from and after its passage and approval.
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Passed the Senate the 29th day of y, 2024.

Pre51d12€jﬁfflcer of the Senate

Passed the House of Representatives the 30th day of~May, 2024.

Presidlng\?j’fféfiise of the House

o) presentatives

OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR

Received by the Office of the Governor this GB{D

7

day of O 05 o'clock Ov- M.
By: Jﬁ\wﬂ%

\J
Approved by the Governor of the State of Oklahoma this l 7

— .
day of JN , 20 0/2)1 , at %|@ o'clock G M.

Goverfior of —tie€ Sfate of Oklahoma

OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY OF STATE
-
Received by the Office of the Secretary of State this

day of / ’ 20(5214 , at é}fi(j o'clock /? M.

By : \ &}L :—

/ 7
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